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Toothbrush * 

This invention relates to toothbrushes, in particular to electric toothbrushes, 
specifically to a brush head suitable for an electric toothbrush. 

Electric toothbrushes generally comprise a handle which contains inter alia a 
5 power supply and a drive motor, and a head which includes one or more brush part 
bearing oral hygiene parts to be driven by the motor, generally in rotary motion about 
a rotation axis transverse to the head — handle direction, and connected by a 
transmission means to the motor. The term "oral hygiene part* as used herein refers 
to a part which contributes to oral hygiene, for example by cleaning the teeth, gums 
10 or other oral tissues, and/or polishing the teeth, and/or massaging the gums or other 
oral tissues. Often there is a neck between the handle and the head, and containing 
such a transmission means e.g. a drive shaft. Often the head is replaceable, typically 
being either replaceably connectable to the end of the neck remote from the handle, or 
being integral with the neck and the neck being replaceably connectable to the handle 
IS at its end remote from the head. 

Often the rotary motion is oscillatory, i.e. motion involving reciprocal angular 
displacement about a mean position. Sometimes the rotary motion also involves a 
reciprocal back and forth movement of the brush part along the rotational axis 
direction. 

20 Numerous constructions of electric toothbrush are known, for example the 

applicant's own Dr BEST "E-FLEX" (TM) electric toothbrush launched in 2000 
which has a brush part mounted for oscillatory rotary motion. US-A-6000083 
discloses an electric toothbrush having both rotating and static i.e. non rotating brush 
parts. 

25 It is known from EP-A-0 990 424 (Procter & Gamble) to provide an electric 

toothbrush having a motor-driven first brush part and a second brush part which is 
static, i.e. integrally made with the head and immovable relative to the head. It is 
also known from EP-A-1 132 057 (Unilever) to provide an electric toothbrush 
having bristle-bearing segments linked flexibly to the head by means of a leaf hinge 

30 of a plastic material integral with the head. 

Very often the oral hygiene parts comprise plural bristles arranged in 
discrete tufts or -mats on a surface of the brush part. Typically such bristles are 
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made of a nylon polymer e.g. the well known Tynex™. Often bristles are the only 
oral hygiene parts of a toothbrush. Toothbrushes having elastomeric oral hygiene 
parts on their head to contact the teeth and gums are known. 

Numerous types of elastomeric oral hygiene parts are known. GB-A-2 040 
5 161 discloses longitudinally extending elastomer strips. GB-A-2 214 420 and WO- 
A-00/49911 both disclose a toothbrush having a head from which project small 
rubber pyramids. GB-A-214 701 discloses a toothbrush having oral hygiene parts 
comprised of strips of crepe rubber, in one theoretically discussed embodiment of 
which the strips may have bristles sandwiched between the strips of crepe rubber. 

10 EP-A-0 360 766 discloses small rubber cylinders with knobbed ends. US-A-4 128 
910 discloses a toothbrush having rubber oral hygiene parts of various pyramid and 
ridge shapes. US-A-4 277 862 discloses a toothbrush having resilient gum massage 
parts along the outer edges of the brisde pattern. US-A-4 288 883 discloses rubber 
cones. US-A-5 040 260 discloses a toothbrush having a head from which extend 

15 small rubber cones. WO-A-96/ 15696 discloses a toothbrush head provided with 

strips of a flexible and resilient material, typically a non-elastomeric nylon material, 
and typically aligned either perpendicular to or parallel to the longitudinal direction. 
WO-A-96/28994 discloses elastomer bars extending perpendicular to the 
longitudinal direction and parallel to the edges of the head in combination with 

20 bristle "bars** having an elongate cross section cut across the bristle direction, and 
also discloses a curved rubber "scooping bar" at the tip end of the head. WO-A- 
97/16995 discloses elastomer "bristles". WO-A-98/18364 discloses tooth polishing 
pads or finger-like structures. WO-A-99/37181 discloses an outer ring of rubber 
fingers surrounding an inner dense pack of bristles. WO-A-00/64307 discloses 

25 . rubber bars with a generally triangular cross section. WO-A-00/76369 discloses 
elastomeric massaging parts with rotational symmetry through an angle of 120° or 
less e.g. cylinders. WO-A-01/21036 discloses a longitudinally extending 
elastomeric wall-like member running for at least half the length of the head. 

Electric toothbrushes having elastomeric oral hygiene parts are known, e.g. 

30 WO-A-01/01817 discloses an electric toothbrush having a head with elastomeric 
fingers or arcuate lamellae mounted on it. EP-A-0 435 329 discloses an electric 
toothbrush having interdental points in rubber mounted on it. 
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It is an object of this invention to provide an electric toothbrush having 
improved ability to clean the teeth, particularly to adjust itself to a user's teeth. For 
example each user is likely to have a different spacing of interdental gaps between 
his/her teeth and it is desirable for an electric toothbrush to be able to accommodate 
5 itself to any pattern of interdental gaps. It is a further object of this invention to 
provide an improved electric toothbrush having elastomeric oral cleaning parts on 
its head. 

In a first embodiment this invention provides a head for an electric 
toothbrush which is connected to, or replaceably connectable to, a handle which 

10 contains an electric motor, to provide a toothbrush having a head-handle 
longitudinal direction, characterised in that the head has: 

at least one first brush part bearing oral hygiene parts and which is driveable 
by the motor in rotary motion about a first rotation axis generally perpendicular to 
the longitudinal direction; 

15 and at least one second brush part bearing oral hygiene parts, which is not 

driven by the motor and is capable of limited reciprocal longitudinal motion, or 
limited reciprocal motion along a direction generally perpendicular to both the 
longitudinal direction and to the first rotation axis, or limited reciprocal rotary 
motion about a second rotation axis generally parallel to the first rotation axis. 

20 In this first embodiment the oral hygiene parts may be exclusively bristles. 

Alternatively in this first embodiment at least one of the first or second brush 
parts has oral hygiene parts being bristles mounted thereon, and at least one of the first 
or second brush parts has one or more elastomeric oral hygiene part mounted thereon. 
It is considered that an electric toothbrush head construction having first and 

25 second brush parts, one of .which is driveable by an electric motor and is mounted on 
the head for rotation, and the other is static i.e. imoveable relative to the head, at least 
one of the brush parts being provided with elastomeric oral hygiene parts is also 
novel. 

Therefore in a second embodiment this invention provides a head for an 
30 electric toothbrush which is connected to, or replaceably connectable to, a handle 
which contains an electric motor, to provide a toothbrush having a head-handle 
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longitudinal direction, characterised in that the head comprises first and second 
brush parts, 

at least one of the first or second brush parts being driveable by the motor in 
rotary motion about a first rotation axis generally perpendicular to the longitudinal 
5 direction, 

the other of the first or second brush parts being static, 

at least one of the first or second brush parts having bristles mounted thereon, 
at least one of the first or second brush parts having one or more elastomeric 
oral hygiene part mounted thereon. 
10 The term "head" as used herein comprises the bristle-bearing part of the 

toothbrush. Generally the head will extend integrally toward the handle as a neck. 
Generally the head will include a suitable mounting for a brush part which is mounted 
or mountable on the head for rotation, or for limited reciprocal motion (in those 
embodiments of this invention which include such a brush part). 
15 The term "elastomeric^ as used herein includes both natural rubbers and 

synthetic elastomer materials, preferably thermoplastic elastomer materials. 
Preferably the elastomeric material has a hardness from about 10 to about 90 Shore 
A, more preferably 50 Shore A or less, e.g. from about 14 to about 35 Shore A. 
Suitable elastomeric polymers include styrenes (for example styrene ethylene 
20 butadiene styrene, or styrene butadiene styrene), and silicone elastomeric materials 
may also be used. Suitable elastomeric materials include those available under the 
trade names Megol and Santoprene. Manual (i.e. non-powered) toothbrushes are 
known with elastomeric oral hygiene parts, and the elastomeric materials used for 
these are likely to be suitable for the elastomeric oral hygiene parts of the 
25 toothbrush heads of this invention. 

Preferably in both the first and second embodiment there is only one first 
brush part and only one second brush part. 

Preferably in both foe first and second embodiment the first and second brush 
parts are relatively longitudinally disposed along the head-handle direction. 
30 Preferably in both the first and second embodiment there is a first brush part 

furthest from the handle, and a second brush part adjacent to the first brush part and 
closer to the handle (in the assembled toothbrush) than the first brush part. 
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Preferably in both the first and second embodiment a first brush part furthest 
from the handle is mounted or mountable for rotation on the head about a rotation axis 
perpendicular to the head-handle direction. Such a first brush part may be mounted 
for rotation in an otherwise conventional manner, and may be driven in rotational 
5 motion in a conventional manner via a motor. Such a motor-driven first brush part is 
suitably circular about the first rotation axis, and suitably the rotary motion of the 
first brush part is limited reciprocal rotary motion. 

The term "rotary motion" used herein includes limited reciprocal rotary 
motion, i.e. rotary motion through an angle less than 360° in a first rotary 

10 direction, followed by rotary motion through the same angle as the opposite rotary 
direction. Suitably the angle is less than 180°, preferably less than 90°. 

Preferably in both the first and second embodiments only one of the first or 
second brush parts is mounted for rotation, especially a first brush part at the end of 
the head remote from the handle. 

15 Preferably in the first embodiment the second brush part, preferably a second 

brush part longitudinally adjacent to this first brush part and closer to the handle, is 
capable of limited reciprocal longitudinal motion. 

A second brush part may be enabled to perform limited reciprocal motion by 
means of end-stop abutment parts on respectively the head and on the second brush 

20 part, which abut when the second brush part reaches the ends of its limited 
reciprocal motion, to thereby limit the reciprocal motion. 

For example when the second brush part performs limited reciprocal 
longitudinal motion the head may comprise a rail part along which the second brush 
part may slideably longitudinally move, and the second brush part may have one or 

25 more part, e.g. a pin or slider which can move longitudinally along one or more 
corresponding guide, slot or groove in the head e.g. in the rail part, the opposite 
longitudinal ends of the guide, slot or groove comprising the end-stop means. In a 
preferred construction the* second brush part has pins or sliders on opposite 
longitudinal sides which slideably engage in respective longitudinal guides, grooves 

30 or slots in opposite sides of the head. For example the second brush part may 

comprise a saddle of substantially "C" shaped cross section across the longitudinal 
direction which-can sit longitudinally slideably upon the head, and the ends of the 
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"C comprise sliders, which shdeably engage in respective longitudinal guides, 
grooves or slots in opposite sides of the head. By making the second brush part, or 
at least such pins or sliders resilient, e.g. of a resilient plastics material such as 
polypropylene, polystyrene etc. and of suitable dimensions which will be apparent 
5 to those skilled in the art, such a u C n sectioned structure can snap fit into the slots 
and be retained on the head. 

In an alternative construction for example the second brush part may have a 
longitudinal channel which can run along a longitudinal rail part of the head, for 
example threaded longitudinally through the channel. Such a rail part and channel 
10 may have end-stop abutment parts to permit limited longitudinal relative movement 
of the second brush part and head part. 

Similarly when the second brush part is constructed to perform limited 
reciprocal motion in a direction generally perpendicular to the longitudinal direction 
the second brush part and head part may have a similar pin or slider and slot or 
15 groove, or a channel and rail part, but aligned generally perpendicular to the 
longitudinal direction, with end-stop means analogous to those described above. 

Preferably in the second embodiment the static second brush part may be 
made integrally with the head. 

Preferably in both the first and second embodiments both of the first and 
20 second brush parts have bristles mounted thereon, extending from a bristle face 
thereof. At least one of the first and second brush parts, of either of the first and 
second embodiments, may (and in the case of the second embodiment does) have at 
least one elastomeric oral hygiene element thereon. In a preferred construction a 
first brush part mounted for rotation and furthest from the handle has bristles but no 
25 elastomeric cleaning parts jmounted thereon, and a second brush part closer to the 
handle has both bristles and elastomeric cleaning parts mounted thereon. 

Bristles on the first and/or second brush parts may extend generally 
perpendicular to the longitudinal direction and to the bristle face. Alternatively the 
bristles may be aligned at a non-perpendicular angle to the surface of the brush part 
30 from which they extend, e.g. non perpendicular relative to the longitudinal 
direction, e.g. leaning toward or away from the handle. On a first brush part 
mounted for rotation the tufts of bristles may lean in a manner as disclosed in 
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PCT/EP01/14040 the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference. For 
example widthways separated tufts of bristles, especially on a non-rotating second 
brush part, may lean in respective opposite such directions so that as seen looking 
widthways the widthways separated tufts are seen to cross e.g. in an *X* shape. 
5 Such a bristle arrangement is well known, e.g. from inter alia US-A-3,085,273 and 
US-A-5, 274,873 etc. The bristles may all be the same length, or tufts may differ in 
length, for example longitudinally adjacent tufts alternating between two different 
relatively longer and relatively shorter lengths, for example as disclosed in DE-A- 
44 09 395. 

10 The one or more elastomeric oral hygiene part may be of known type, for 

example as disclosed in the art discussed above, e.g. one or more of the known 
small rubber cones, small rubber pyramids, strips of rubber, elastomer "bristles", 
tooth polishing pads, finger-like structures, elastomer bars e.g. of a generally 
rectangular cross section, elastomeric massaging parts with rotational symmetry 
15 through an angle of 120° or less, cylinders, a resilient elastomer wall-like member, 
small rubber cylinders with knobbed ends, elastomeric fingers or arcuate lamellae, 
interdental points in rubber etc, 

A preferred type of elastomeric oral hygiene part comprises an elastomeric 
strip extending in its length dimension from the brush part, particularly from a 
20 second brush part closer to the handle than a first brush part, having a width 
dimension perpendicular to its length direction, and a thickness dimension 
perpendicular to both the length and width directions, the thickness dimension being 
less than the width dimension. Typically the length of such a strip may be generally 
the same as or less than the length of conventional toothbrush bristles, the width 
may be in the range ca. 0, 1-0.25 of the length dimension, and the thickness 
dimension may be ca. 0.1-0.25 of the width dimension. 

The width direction of such one or more strip may be aligned perpendicular 
or parallel to the head-haftdle direction, or may be aligned at a non-zero, non- 
perpendicular angle to the handle-head direction and such an alignment may be 
either so that the edge of the strip closest to the handle is inward or outward relative 
to the opposite edge. If a plurality of such strips is present, then the strips may be 
aligned at a variety of angles to the head-handle direction. 
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A preferred embodiment of such strips is for a pair of such strips to be 
adjacent, preferably longitudinally adjacent, and for such adjacent strips to converge 
such that their respective width dimensions form a "V" shape. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment a pair of such adjacent, preferably longitudinally adjacent, 
5 strips is integrally formed as an integral strip of a " V" shaped cross section as cut 
across their length direction. The point of such a "V" may point outwardly or 
preferably inwardly relative to the longitudinal head-handle . Typically the "V" 
may enclose an angle of 45° - 90°, e.g. 55° - 65°. 

The one or more elastomeric oral hygiene part may be positioned anywhere 

10 on the first and/or second brush part, but preferably around the sideways edges of 
a head part, e.g. a second brush part, so that it/they can massage the gums. It is 
preferred that plural elastomeric oral hygiene parts are arranged along each of the 
sideways edges of a second brush part which is closer to the handle than a first 
brush part. It is particularly preferred that plural of the above-mentioned "V" 

15 sectioned elastomeric oral hygiene parts are positioned around each edge of a 
second brush part. 

A particularly preferred form of the toothbrush head of the first embodiment 
of this invention therefore comprises: 

a first brush part furthest from the handle mounted or mountable on the head 
20 for rotation about a rotation axis perpendicular to the head-handle direction, 

a second brush part longitudinally adjacent to this first brush part and closer to 
the handle, which is capable of limited reciprocal longitudinal motion , 

the first and second brush part having oral hygiene parts comprising bristles 
mounted thereon. 

25 Another particularly preferred form of the toothbrush head of the first 

embodiment of this invention therefore comprises: 

a first brush part furthest from the handle mounted or mountable on the head 
for rotation about a rotation axis perpendicular to the head-handle direction, 

a second brush part longitudinally adjacent to this first brush part and closer to 
30 the handle, which is capable of limited reciprocal longitudinal motion , 

the first and second brush part having oral hygiene parts comprising bristles 
mounted thereoi>. 
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and the second brush part having both bristles and at least one elastomeric 
cleaning part mounted thereon, 

the elastomeric oral hygiene part comprising an adjacent pair of elastomeric 
strips with their width directions converging to define a "V" shaped cross section 
5 between them as cut across the length direction, the point of the "V" pointing 
inwardly relative to the longitudinal head-handle direction. 

In this preferred form of the first embodiment of the toothbrush of the 
invention the plural elastomeric strips are preferably positioned around the edge of 
the second brush part. 
10 The elastomeric oral hygiene part(s), e.g. such strips of elastomeric 

material, may extend to the edge of the brush part, and preferably slightly beyond. 
The elastomeric material of the oral hygiene part(s) parts may be continued around 
the edge of the brush part and down the sides of the brush part for example to 
provide gum massaging parts or a buffer against excessive impact with the oral 
15 tissues, especially with the buccal surfaces. 

It is believed to be novel to provide an electric toothbrush head with an 
elastomeric oral hygiene part of the above-described type comprising a pair of 
elastomer strips converging such that their respective width dimensions form a W V M 
shape, e.g. integrally formed as an integral strip of a "V" shaped cross section as 
20 cut across their length direction. Such a head comprises a third embodiment of this 
invention. 

For example such a head of this third embodiment may comprise a head for 
an electric toothbrush which is connected to, or replaceably connectable to, a handle 
which contains an electric motor, to provide a toothbrush having a head-handle 
25 longitudinal direction, the.head having at least one brush part bearing at least one 
oral hygiene part and which is driveable by the motor in rotary motion about a 
rotation axis generally perpendicular to the longitudinal direction characterised in 
that: 

the brush part carries an oral hygiene part comprising an elastomeric strip 
30 which in section as cut across the rotation axis is elongated along a long dimension 
which is aligned at a non-zero, non-perpendicular angle to a radius from the rotation 
axis. 
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Preferably the elastomeric strip of this third embodiment of the invention 
extends in a strip length direction which is substantially aligned with the rotation 
axis. 

Preferably the cross section of the elastomeric strip of this third embodiment 
5 of the invention is elongated in a straight line, and its section preferably has 
substantially parallel opposite long sides. 

Preferably of this third embodiment of the invention the long dimension of 
the section is aligned at an angle between 10° - 80° to the radius, more preferably 
between 30° - 60°, e.g. ca. 45° to the radius. 
10 Preferably in this third embodiment of the invention the brush part carries 

plural elastomeric strips, preferably arranged on the circumference of a circle 
centred on the axis of rotation. There may be one or more such circle, preferably 
concentric, each having elastomeric strips arranged around it. For example there 
may be 6-20 such strips, e.g. 10-16. 
15 In a preferred form of this third embodiment of the invention, pairs of the 

elastomeric strips are arranged such that the alignment of the long dimensions of 
elastomeric strips adjacent to each converge toward a tt V" or chevron shape. 
Preferably such pairs of elastomeric strips are arranged around a circle centred on 
the rotation axis. In such an arrangement the point of the "V" or chevron may 
20 point, preferably radially, either inwardly toward or outwardly from the axis of 
rotation. However the point of the "V" or chevron may point around a circle 
centred on the rotation axis. In a particularly preferred construction the adjacent 
edges of such converging adjacent elastomeric strips are joined so that the pair of 
joined elastomeric strips forms a unitary oral hygiene part with a tt V or chevron 
25 cross section cut across the rotation axis. 

In this third embodiment of the invention the angle between the limbs of the 
U V or chevron may typically be in the range 30° - 120°, for example 60° - 100° . 
Typically the angle of (he u W or chevron may be symmetrically bisected by a 
radius from the axis of rotation. 
30 In this third embodiment of the invention typically there may be 5-12 such 

U V or chevron sectioned oral hygiene parts on the head. 



- 10- 



.03043459A2_L> 



WO 03/043459 PCT/EP02/12879 

In the head of this third embodiment of the invention the elastomeric strips 
may be combined in a cluster, centred on the rotation axis, with other oral hygiene 
parts such as tufts of bristles. For example there may be plural elastomeric strips of 
which adjacent pairs are joined to comprise a strip of unitary "V" or chevron cross 
5 section, arranged on the circumference of a circle centred on the axis of rotation, 
surrounding an inner cluster comprising one or more ring or polygon of tufts. For 
example there may be one or more tuft circumferentially between adjacent strips or 
the above-mentioned "V" section elements. For example there may be one or more 
tuft of bristles located in the "bite" of the a V" of such a convergent pair of strips. 
10 Suitably the circle of elastomeric strips may be the radially outermost, from the 
rotation axis, of the cleaning elements for example to enable the elastomeric strips 
to contact the user's gums. 

The elastomeric strip(s) of all embodiments referred to herein may extend 
from the face of the brush part for a length approximately the same as that of 
15 bristles from the head of a conventional electric toothbrush, e.g. typically 8-1 1mm, 
or may extend for a greater or lesser distance than this. The long dimension of each 
strip, e.g. of each limb of the "V" of a joined adjacent pair, may be ca. l-3mm, 
and the thickness between the long surfaces may for example be 0.1-0.5mm. 

An elastomeric oral hygiene part may be made by a process of injection 
20 moulding, in which a hard plastic material part of the brush part is formed first, and 
then the formed plastic part is enclosed in a mould cavity defining the shape of the 
elastomeric oral hygiene part(s) to be formed, and the elastomeric material is 
injected into the mould in a fluid state. Analogous processes to make toothbrushes 
with elastomeric material parts are well known. 
55 Suitable drive mechanisms to drive the brush part of the toothbrush heads of 

this invention are known, for example in US 5, 577, 285 and the drive speeds, 
amplitudes, and oscillation frequencies, e.g. ca. 3000- 6000 rpm achievable by 
means of such known drive mechanisms are believed to be suitable for the head part 
of the present invention. 
0 Therefore the invention further provides an electric toothbrush having a head 

part according to any of the first, second or third embodiments as described above. 
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The head of this invention may be connectable, preferably replaceably 
connectable, to a toothbrush handle containing an electric drive motor. For this 
purpose the head part suitably has connection means by which the head part may be 
connected to the handle to thereby connect the brush part to the motor. The head 
5 part may comprise a hollow neck part longitudinally between the brush part and the 
handle and enclosing a drive shaft by which the motor can drive the brush part via 
suitable transmission means, and the end of such a neck part closest to the handle 
may itself be connectable, preferably replaceably, to the handle in a manner which 
also connects the drive shaft to the motor. Alternatively the brush part may itself be 
10 connectable, preferably replaceably, to the head part at its end remote from the 
handle. Many alternative connection means, and means by which the motor can 
drive the shaft and the shaft drive the brush part are known. 

The brush part and bristles if present of the head part of this invention may 
be made of materials which are conventional in the field of electric toothbrush 
15 manufacture, e.g. respectively of plastics materials and nylon fibres. The plastics 
material parts of the bristle brush part and other plastics material parts of the 
toothbrush may be made by an injection moulding process. 

The toothbrush head of this invention is connected to or replaceably 
connectable to a handle of the toothbrush which contains an electric motor which 
20 may be conventional, driven by replaceable, non-replaceable or re-chargeable 

batteries, and a switch means to active the motor. The motor may be connected to 
or connectable to the head by means of a conventional drive shaft and transmission 
unit, passing along a generally longitudinal neck between the handle and body. The 
head and handle may be integrally permanently connected, and such a toothbrush 
25 may be disposable, e.g. once the batteries are drained the whole toothbrush is 

thrown away. Alternatively the head may be replaceably connectable to the handle 
by any conventional form of connection such as a bayonet connection. The 
replaceable connection m&y be between the head and such a neck, or between such a 
neck and the handle. Numerous suitable motors, drive shaft and transmission 
30 systems, batteries, switches etc. which can produce such rotary or oscillatory 
rotary motion are known from the literature and from commercially available 
toothbrushes, see for example US-A-5,577,285, US-A-6000083, WO- A-0 1/06947, 
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WO-A-96/37164 etc.. The materials of the head, neck and handle of the toothbrush 
of this invention may be entirely conventional in the field of toothbrush technology. 
The parts of the toothbrush of this invention may be manufactured and assembled 
using techniques generally conventional to the art of toothbrush manufacture, e.g. 
5 using two-component injection moulding to manufacture plastics material parts and 
the elastomeric oral hygiene parts. 

The invention will now be described by way of non-limiting example only, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings which show: 

Fig. 1 shows a side view of a head part of a toothbrush of the first 
!0 embodiment of this invention with occluded parts shown with dotted lines. 

Fig. 2 shows a plan view of the head part of Fig. 1 looking down along the 

first rotation axis, with occluded parts shown with dotted lines. 

Fig. 3 shows a cross section through the head part as shown in Figs. 2 and 3 

cut along the line C— C of Fig. 1. 
15 Fig. 4 shows a schematic overall side view of an electric toothbrush of the 

second embodiment of this invention. 

Fig. 5 shows a cross section at line B- -B through the head of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 shows an alternative construction of the head of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 7 shows a plan view of the head of Figs. 4-6. 
20 Fig- 8 shows a perspective view of the head of the electric toothbrush of 

Figs. 1 to 7. 

Fig. 9 shows another perspective view of the head of Figs 1 to 8. 
Fig. 10 shows the overall layout of an electric toothbrush of the third 
embodiment of this invention. 
25 Fig. 1 1 shows a plfjn view of a cluster of oral hygiene parts of the 

toothbrush of Fig. 10 

Fig. 12 shows a plan view of an alternative cluster of oral hygiene parts of 
the toothbrush of Fig. 10 

Fig. 13 shows the geometric basis of Figs. 11 and 12. 
30 Referring to Figs. 1, 2 and 3, a toothbrush head part 10 overall according to 

the first embodiment of this invention is shown. The head part 10 is integrally 
made with a neck part 11, which is integrally extended at its end 12 to form an 
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integral handle (not shown). The handle contains a battery-powered electric motor 
and its batteries, with assembled switch means etc. for the user to operate the 
toothbrush. The head 10 and handle (not shown) lie along a longitudinal direction 
(A- A). Longitudinally passing along an internal channel 13 in the neck 11 is a 
5 drive shaft 14 by which a first brush part 20 mounted on the head part 10 can be 
driven by the motor (not shown) within the handle. 

The first brush part 20 is mounted at the end of the head part 10 remote 
from the handle. The first brush part 20 is mounted for limited reciprocal motion 
about a first rotation axis B--B perpendicular to the longitudinal direction A~A. 
10 Many suitable ways are known in the art by which the brush part 20 may be so 

mounted, as are suitable transmission systems between the drive shaft 14 and carrier 
20. Bristles 21 extend from the first brush part 20 substantially parallel to axis B-B. 

Mounted on the head part 10 adjacent to the first brush part 20 is a second 
brush part 30, at the end of the head part 10 closest to the handle. Extending from 
15 second brush part 30 are second bristles 31 extending substantially parallel to axis 
B — B, i.e. substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal direction A — A. The 
second brush part 30 is mounted for limited reciprocal longitudinal motion as 
follows, and are more clearly shown in Fig. 3. 

The second brush part 30 is in the form of a saddle having a longitudinal 
20 channel 32 which can sit upon a generally corresponding part 15 of the head part 
10, which functions as a rail part. The second brush part 30 is consequently of 
generally a U C" shaped cross section. The second brush part 30 is also provided 
with slider parts 33 on its opposite longitudinal sides which fit into corresponding 
longitudinal slots 16 respectively in opposite sides of head part 10. Slider parts 33 
25 can slide longitudinally alpng head part 10 within slots 16, and the limits of 
longitudinal movement of the slider parts 33 is limited by abutment of the 
longitudinal ends of slider parts 33 against the longitudinal ends of the slots 16. 

It will be understctod that there are other ways in which the brush part 30 
can be mounted for limited reciprocal longitudinal movement on head part 10. 
30 Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the brush part 30 may be 

assembled with head part 10 in various ways, for example the sides of the brush 
part 30 adjacenoto sliders 33 may be resilient and able to deform outwardly, so that 
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the slider parts 33 can be snap-fitted around head part 15 into slots 16. Parts 10, 
20, 30 may be made of resilient plastics materials commonly used in the toothbrush 
art. 

As seen in Fig. 1 second bristles 31 alternate in longitudinal succession 
5 between two lengths, a longer length 31 A and a shorter length 3 IB. 

In use, the motor is switched on, causing the first brush part 20 to rotate in 
reciprocal rotary motion. The user then applies the toothbrush head part 10 to the 
teeth, suitably using the known Bass technique in which the head part 10 is moved 
reciprocally longitudinally along the line of the teeth. Friction between the second 

10 bristles 31 and the teeth cause the second brush part 30 to move reciprocally 

longitudinally in the opposite direction to which the toothbrush head part is moved, 
as shown by the arrows in Figs. 1 and 2, between the limits of movement defined 
by the longitudinal ends of the slots 16. It is found that reciprocal movement of 
second brush part 30 with a maximum amplitude in the range 0.5-1.5 mm, typically 

15 ca. 0.7 mm between the limits of longitudinal motion is suitable. 

Referring to Figs. 4 to 9 an electric toothbrush 40 comprises a handle 41 
which contains inter alia a power supply such as a battery (not shown) and a drive 
motor (not shown), and a head 42, upon which is mounted a first brush part 43, which 
is disc-shaped to be driven by the drive motor in rotary motion about a rotation axis 

20 A- -A passing through the centre of the disc shape of brush part 43 transverse to the 
head - handle direction, and connected by a transmission means (not shown) to the 
motor. There is a neck 44, integral with head 42 extending from the handle 41 and 
connected to the head 42 which internally contains the transmission means. The head 
42 is replaceable, being integral with the neck 44, the neck 44 being replaceably 

25 connectable to the handle 41 at its end 45 remote from the head 42. A cluster of tufts 
of bristles 46 is mounted on the first brush part 43, extending from a bristle surface 
thereof facing generally in a bristle direction parallel to the axis A - - A, with their 
ends closest to the brush jJart 43 set in the first brush part 43 and their distal ends 
furthest from the head 42. The bristles 46 are the only oral hygiene parts on the first 

30 brush part 43. The rotary motion about axis A - - A is oscillatory, i.e. motion 
involving reciprocal angular displacement about a mean position. 
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Longitudinally immediately adjacent to first brush part 43 is a second brush 

part 47, such that the first brush part 43 is furthest from the handle 4 1 , and the second 

brush part 47 is closer to the handle 41 than the first brush part 43. The second brush 

part 47 is substantially semi-oval or cresecentic in plan looking down the bristle 

5 direction. 

The second brush part 47 is mounted on the head 42 so as to be capable of 
limited reciprocal longitudinal motion of a longitudinal amplitude ca. 0.5mm - 
1.5mm, typically ca. 0.7mm, along the head-handle direction. The overall 
construction of the second brush part 47 is similar to the second brush part 30 of 
Figs. 1-3 and corresponding numbering of parts is used. A cross section through the 
brush part 30 at line B- -B of Fig. 4 is shown in Fig. 5. 

The second brush part 47 also has tufts of bristles 50 mounted on its upper 
surface, the bristles 50 being aligned parallel to the bristles 46 on the first brush 
part 43. The second brush part 47 also has elastomeric cleaning parts 51 mounted 
15 thereon. Each part 51 comprises a pair of elastomeric strips 51 A, 5 IB extending in 
their length dimension from the second brush part 47, each with a width dimension 
perpendicular to its length direction, and a thickness dimension perpendicular to 
both the length and width directions, the thickness dimension being less than the 
width dimension. The length of the parts 51 is less by ca. 0.2-lmm than the length 
20 of the bristles 110. The pairs of strips 51 A, 51B are integrally made, and their 
width directions converge and meet such that their respective width dimensions 
form a "V" shape, and so that each part 51 is integrally of a "V" shaped cross 
section as cut across its length direction, enclosing an angle ca. 60-90°. The M V"'s 
point inwardly relative to the longitudinal head-handle direction. 
25 The elastomeric oral hygiene parts 51 are arranged along each of the 

sideways edges of the second brush part 47. The edges of each of the strips 51 A, 
5 IB extend to the edge of the second brush part 47 and slightly beyond. The 
elastomeric material of the parts 51 is continued as a perimeter extension 52 around 
the edge of the second brush part 47, and down the sides of the second brush part 
30 47 as projecting elastomeric ridges 53, for example to provide gum massaging parts 
or a buffer against excessive impact with the oral tissues. 
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Fig. 6 shows a cross section at line B— B of Fig. 1 of an alternative 
construction of the toothbrush of the second embodiment of this invention. This 
construction may have an overall appearance and arrangement substantially identical 
to that shown in Figs. 4-9 but instead of being reciprocally longitudinally 
5 moveable the second brush part 47 is fixed, i.e. it is static and incapable of 

movement relative to first brush part 43. As shown in Fig. 6 the second brush part 
47 is made integrally with head 42 e.g. by injection moulding. 

Referring to Fig. 10 an electric toothbrush is shown overall in side view 
100. The toothbrush 100 comprises a handle 101 by which it may be held, and 
10 which includes a drive motor, batteries, controls etc. (not shown). The handle 101 
is replaceably connected at link 102, suitably a bayonet connection, to a replaceable 
head part 103. The assembly of handle 101 and head part 103 are disposed along 
the length direction A-A of the toothbrush 100. In the head part 103 is a brush part 
104 mounted to be driven in oscillatory rotary motion around an axis B - - B by the 
15 motor within handle 101. A conventional transmission mechanism, e.g. a drive 
shaft running along the head part 103 connects the motor to brush part 104. 

From a face 104 of a brush part 105 a cluster of oral hygiene parts 106 
extend in a direction generally perpendicular to the length A-A. In use the brush 
part 104 performs an oscillatory, i.e. reversing, rotary motion about an axis of 
20 rotation parallel to bristle direction B— B and passing through the centre in plan of 
the cluster 106, the amplitude of the oscillatory rotary motion being ca. 30° either 
side of a mean position. 

In Fig. 10 the head part 103 is shown as comprising a neck part 107 between 
the brush part 104 and handle 101. In an alternative construction (not shown) the 
25 neck part 107 may be integral with the handle, and the brush part 104 may itself be 
replaceably connectable to the neck part. 

Referring to Fig. 11, a plan view of the cluster 106 is shown, looking down 
onto the upward facing surface 104 of brush part 105 in the direction B--B. The 
brush part 105 is circular and the rotation axis B - - B of Fig. 1 passes through the 
30 centre of brush part 105. 

The cluster comprises plural, six being shown, there may be more or less, 
oral hygiene parts 111 which are seen in section cut across the rotation axis. As 

- 17- 



03043459A2 I > 



WO 03/043459 PCT/EP02/12879 

shown in Fig. 11 each element 111 itself comprises a pair of rubbery strips 112 the 
cross section of each strip of which is elongated along a long dimension *L' which 
is aligned at a non-zero, non-perpendicular angle to a radius from the axis of 
rotation and intersecting the strip. The respective long dimensions of the adjacent 
5 strips 112 converge, and adjacent edges of strips 1 12 are joined at edge 1 13 so that 
the pair of joined rubbery strips 112 forms the element 111 of unitary "V" or 
chevron cross section. The elements 111, and consequently the strips 112, are 
arranged on a circle centred on the rotation axis B - - B. In Fig 1 1 the points of 
each of the "V" or chevron shaped sections points radially outwardly from the 
10 central rotation axis B - - B. 

Referring to Fig. 12 similar elements 121 are shown, again each element 
121 itself comprising a pair of rubbery strips 122 of which their respective long 
dimensions converge, and adjacent edges are joined at edge 123 so that the pair of 
joined rubbery strips 122 forms an element 121 of unitary "V" or chevron cross 
15 section cut across the rotation axis B - - B. However in Fig. 12 the points of the 
"V" or chevron points inwardly toward the axis of rotation B - - B. 

The cross section of each of the strips 112, 122 making up the "V" section 
elements 111, 121 is elongated in a straight line, and the section has substantially 
parallel opposite long sides terminating at short edges 114, 124. 
20 As shown the long dimension of the section of each strip 1 12, 122 is aligned 

at an angle ca. 45° to radii intersecting the strip. 

On the brush part 105 the elastomeric oral hygiene parts 111, 121 are 
combined in a cluster, centred on the rotation axis, with tufts of bristles 115, 125. 
The tufts of bristles 115, 125 are arranged in an inner polygon of tufts 115, 125 
25 with a central tuft, and circumferentially between adjacent elastomeric oral hygiene 
parts 111, 121 there are tufts of bristles 115, 125. The circle of elastomeric oral 
hygiene parts 111, 121 is in each case the radially outermost of the oral hygiene 
parts on face 104. 

The elastomeric oral hygiene parts 111, 121 extend from the face of the 
30 brush part, i.e. in their length direction extending out of the plane of Fig. 1 1 and 12 
for ca. 10mm, and the bristles 115, 125 extend to approximately the same length. 
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Typically the long dimension of the section of each strip 112, 122 is ca. 3 mm and 
the short (thickness) dimension ca. 0.25 mm. 

Referring to Fig. 13, a plan view of a face 104 is shown, with radii R 
radiating from the rotation axis B - - B. A plurality of strips 131 of elastomeric 
5 material is shown in Fig. 13A arranged on a circle centred on the rotation axis, and 
Figs. 13B and 13C respectively show a single strip 111, 121 of the arrangements of 
Figs. 11 and 12. Each elastomeric strips 131, and each of the elastomeric strips 
112, 122 which make up the elastomeric oral hygiene parts 111, 121, is seen in 
section cut across the rotation axis and the section is elongated along a long 
10 dimension which is aligned at a non-zero, non-perpendicular angle to a radius R 
intersecting the strip. In each case the angle is ca. 45°. 
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1. A head for an electric toothbrush which is connected to, or replaceably 
connectable to, a handle which contains an electric motor, to provide a toothbrush 
5 having a head-handle longitudinal direction, characterised in that the head has: 

at least one first brush part bearing oral hygiene parts and which is driveable 
by the motor in rotary motion about a first rotation axis generally perpendicular to 
the longitudinal direction; 

and at least one second brush part bearing oral hygiene parts, which is not 
10 driven by the motor and is capable of limited reciprocal longitudinal motion, or 
limited reciprocal motion along a direction generally perpendicular to both the 
longitudinal direction and to the first rotation axis, or limited reciprocal rotary 
motion about a second rotation axis generally parallel to the first rotation axis. 

15 2. A head according to claim 1 characterised in that there is only one first brush 
part and only one second brush part. 

3. A head according to claim 2 characterised in that the first and second brush 
parts are relatively longitudinally disposed along the head-handle direction, the first 

20 brush part being furthest from the handle, and the second brush part being adjacent to 
the first brush part and closer to the handle in the assembled toothbrush than the first 
brush part. 

4. A head according to claim 3 characterised in that a first brush part furthest 

25 from the handle is mountejl or mountable for rotation on the head about a rotation axis 
perpendicular to the head-handle direction. 

5. A head according to claim 4 characterised in that the second brush part 
longitudinally adjacent to the first brush part and closer to the handle is capable of 

30 limited reciprocal longitudinal motion. 
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6. A head according to claim 5 characterised in that the second brush part is 
enabled to perform limited reciprocal motion by means of end-stop abutment parts 
on respectively the head and on the second brush part, which abut when the second 
brush part reaches the ends of its limited reciprocal motion, to thereby limit the 

5 reciprocal motion. 

7. A head according to claim 5 or 6 characterised in that the second brush part 
has pins or sliders on opposite longitudinal sides which slideably engage in 
respective longitudinal guides, grooves or slots in opposite sides of the head. 

10 

8. A head according to claim 7 characterised in that the second brush part 
comprises a saddle of substantially section which can fit around the head and 
be slideably retained on the head. 

15 9. A head according to any one of the preceding claims characterised in that 
both of the first and second brush parts have oral hygiene parts being bristles 
mounted thereon, extending from a bristle face thereof. 

10. A head according to any one of claims 1 to 9 characterised by: 

20 a first brush part furthest from the handle mounted or mountable for rotation 

about a rotation axis perpendicular to the head-handle direction, 

a second brush part longitudinally adjacent to this first brush part and closer to 
the handle, which is capable of limited reciprocal longitudinal motion, 

the first and second brush part having oral hygiene parts comprising bristles 
25 mounted thereon. 

11. A head according to any one of the preceding claims characterised in that at 
least one of the first or sebond brush parts has at least one elastomeric oral hygiene 
part thereon. 

30 

12. A head for an electric toothbrush which is connected to, or replaceably 
connectable to, a handle which contains an electric motor, to provide a toothbrush 
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having a head-handle longitudinal direction, characterised in that the head comprises 
first and second brush parts, 

at least one of the first or second brush parts being mounted on the head for 
rotation about a rotation axis transverse to the head - handle direction, the other of the 
5 first or second brush parts being static, 

at least one of the first or second brush parts having bristles mounted thereon, 
at least one of the first or second brush parts having one or more elastomeric oral 
hygiene part mounted thereon. 

10 13. A head according to claim 11 or 12 characterised in that a first brush part 
mounted for rotation and furthest from the handle has bristles but no elastomeric 
cleaning parts mounted thereon, and a second brush part closer to the handle has both 
bristles and one or more elastomeric cleaning part mounted thereon. 

15 14. A head according to claim 11, 12 or 13 characterised in that the one or more 
elastomeric oral hygiene part comprises an elastomeric strip extending in its length 
dimension from the brush part having a width dimension perpendicular to its length 
direction, and a thickness dimension perpendicular to both the length and width 
directions, the thickness dimension being less than the width dimension. 

20 

15. A head according to claim 14 characterised by a pair of strips which are 
adjacent, and the adjacent strips converge such that their respective width 
dimensions form a H V" shape. 

25 16. A head according to claim 15 characterised in that a pair of adjacent strips is 
integrally formed as an integral strip of a " V" shaped cross section as cut across 
their length direction. 



17. A head 
30 inwardly 



head according to claim 16 characterised in that the point of a "V" points 
relative to the longitudinal head-handle direction. 
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18. A head for an electric toothbrush which is connected to, or replaceably 
connectable to, a handle which contains an electric motor, to provide a toothbrush 
having a head-handle longitudinal direction, the head having at least one brush part 
bearing at least one oral hygiene part and which is driveable by the motor in rotary 

5 motion about a rotation axis generally perpendicular to the longitudinal direction 
characterised in that: 

the brush part carries an oral hygiene part comprising an elastomeric strip 
which in section as cut across the rotation axis is elongated along a long dimension 
which is aligned at a non-zero, non-perpendicular angle to a radius from the rotation 
10 axis and intersecting the strip. 

19. A head according to claim 18 characterised in that adjacent pairs of the 
elastomeric strips are arranged such that the alignment of the long dimensions of 
elastomeric strips adjacent to each converge toward a "V" or chevron shape. 

15 Preferably such 

20. A head according to claim 19 characterised in that the adjacent edges of 
converging adjacent elastomeric strips are joined so that the pair of joined 
elastomeric strips forms a unitary oral hygiene part with a a V n or chevron cross 

20 section cut across the rotation axis. 

21 . An electric toothbrush having a head according to any one of the preceding 
claims. 



-23- 



BNSDOCID: <WO ..03043459A2_L» 



WO 03/043459 



PCT/EP02/12879 





SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



.03043459A2_I_> 



WO 03/043459 PCT/EP02/12879 



2/5 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



BNSDOCIO: <WO____03M3459A2_I > 



WO 03/043459 



PCT/EP02/12879 



3/5 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 

BNSDOCID: <WO 03043459A2J_> 



WO 03/043459 



PCT/EP02/12879 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



3NSDOCID: <WO, 03043459A2J_> 



WO 03/043459 



PCT/EP02/12879 



5/5 




Fig.13A. Fig.13C. 




.030434S9A2J_> 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 

International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
30 May 2003 (30.05.2003) 




PCT 



11 


inn 


linn 1 


in iiiiii in 


nil 



(10) International Publication Number 

WO 03/043459 A3 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 : A46B 7/04, 

9/(M, 13/02 

(21) International Application Number: PCT/EP02/ 12879 

(22) International Filing Date: 

1 8 November 2002 (18.11 .2002) 



(25) Filing Language: 

(26) Publication Language: 



English 
English 



(30) Priority Data: 

0127799.5 
0200870.4 
0210137.6 



20 November 200 1 (20. 1 1 .200 1 ) GB 
1 6 January 2002 ( 1 6.0 1 .2002) GB 
2 May 2002 (02.05 .2002) GB 



(71) Applicants (for all designated States except US): GLAX- 
OSMITHKLINE CONSUMER HEALTHCARE 
GMBH & CO KG [DE/DE]; Bussmatten 1, 77815 Buehl 
(DE). GEIBERGER, Christoph, [DE/DE]; Designbu- 
reau, Castro per Strasse 34, 44628 Heme (DE). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): BERDE, Tamas, 

[HU/DE]; Glaxosmithkline Consumer Healthcare GmbH 



& Co KG, Bussmatten 1, 77815 Buehl (DE). GEORG1, 
Matthias, [DE/DE]; Glaxosmithkline Consumer Health- 
care GmbH & Co KG, Bussmatten 1, 77815 Buehl (DE). 
REINHARDT, Juergen, [DE/DE]; Glaxosmithkline Con* 
sumer Healthcare GmbH & Co KG, Bussmatten 1, 77815 
Buehl (DE). WALKER, Ralph, Francis, [GB/GB]; 
Glaxosmithkline, GSK House, 980 Great West Road, 
Brentford, Middlesex TW8 9EP (GB). 

(74) Agent: WHITE, SUSAN, MARY,; Glaxosmithkline, 
GSK House, 980 Great West Road, Brentford, Middlesex 
TW8 9EP (GB). 

(81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, 

AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, 
CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, ES, FT, GB, GD, GE, GH, 
GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, 
LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, 
MX, MZ, NO, NZ, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, 
SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, 
UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW. 

(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM, 
KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), 

[Continued on next page J 



(54) Title: TOOTHBRUSH 



OS 



en 

o 




(57) Abstract: A head for an electric toothbrush having first and second brush parts, one of which is rotary and the other is recipro- 
cally moveable or static. Preferred forms have elaslomeric oral hygiene parts, and electric toothbrush heads with novel "V" sectioned 
oral hygiene parts are also disclosed. 



<WO 03043459A3 I > 



WO 03/043459 A3 lllllllllBlllllBilMIIBlllllllllHillllllllil 



Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), 
European patent (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, 
ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE, SK, 
TR), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, 
GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TO). 

Published: 

— with international search report 

(88) Date of publication of the international search report: 

9 October 2003 



For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



BNS0OC1D: <WO 030434 59A3J_> 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intematlo .pplicatlon No 

PCT/EP 02/12879 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 A46B7/04 A46B9/04 A46B13/02 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 A46B A61C 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are Included In the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category' 



Citation of document, with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5 732 433 A (DROESSLER MICHAEL 
31 March 1998 (1998-03-31) 
the whole document 



ET AL) 



WO 01 01817 A (UNILEVER PLC ; LEVER 
HINDUSTAN LTD (IN); UNILEVER NV (NL)) 
11 January 2001 (2001-01-11) 
cited 1n the application 
the whole document 



US 5 524 312 A (TAN KU0-CHING 
11 June 1996 (1996-06-11) 
the whole document 



ET AL) 



US 6 000 083 A (NOTTINGHAM JOHN R 
14 December 1999 (1999-12-14) 
cited 1n the application 
the whole document 



ET AL) 



12,21 

1,18 

12,21 

1,11,18 

1,12,18, 
21 



1,12,18, 
21 



-/- 



LH 



Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex 



° Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

•E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

■L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim (s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

•O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

•P' document published prior to the international flDng date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



■T later document published after the Internationa] filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

*Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an Inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
In the art 

document member of the same patent f amity 



of the actual completion of the international search 



16 May 2003 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rflswflk 
TeL (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax (+31-70) 340-3016 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



30/05/2003 



Authorized officer 



Tr1antaph1llou, P 



Foim PCT/1SA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



page 1 of 2 



3NSOOCID: <WO_ 



_03043459A3_L> 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



InternaUo apllcatlon No 

PCT/Er U2/12879 



^Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 0 



Citation of document, with IndJcatton.where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5 120 225 A (AMIT NOAH) 
9 June 1992 (1992-06-09) 
the whole document 

WO 01 21036 A (UNILEVER PLC ; LEVER 
HINDUSTAN LTD (IN); UNILEVER NV (NL)) 
29 March 2001 (2001-03-29) 
cited in the application 
the whole document 

WO 96 15696 A (FLEWITT HARRY ; SMI THK LINE 
BEECHAM PLC (GB)) 30 May 1996 (1996-05-30) 
cited in the application 
the whole document 



1,12,18, 
21 



11,12,18 



11,12,18 



Form PCT/1SA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1092) 
BNSDOCID- <WO . . 03043450^ I "» 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
Inf. Uon on patent family members 



tnternat)o( pptlcatlon No 

PCT/EH U2/12879 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent family 


Publication 


cited In search report 




date 




member(s) 


date 


US 5732433 


A 


31-03-1998 


U L. 


4*0Q0*R Al 
*r OUi7U jj Ml 


00 no ion/1 

zz— uy— iyy4 






AT 




io— uo— iyy / 






DE 


59402922 Dl 


03-07-1997 






WO 


9421191 Al 


29-09-1994 






FP 


0ABQ404 Al 


no ni mrttf 






HK 


iooo*4fi ai 

iUUUOHU MA 


OA— OO— 1 OOO 

uo— uo— iyy© 






MS 


OOOUOOj M 


OO 1 O 1 nno 

zz— iz— lyyo 


WO 0101817 


A 


11-01-2001 


AU 




99 01 ofim 
ZZ— Ul— ZUU1 






BR 


0019015 a 

UUIlUIO m 


Zo-Uo-ZUOZ 






PA 


9*7*fi50 Al 

£.J/ jQOU Ml 


11 m onm 
11-U1— ZU01 






CIS! 

w 111 


1 *EQ979 T 


1 7 ft7 onno 
1/— U/-ZUUZ 








0101017 ai 

UlUlol/ Ml 


11-U1-2Q01 






FP 


117100:7 Ml 


ftO ft>i onno 
Uo— U4-2U02 






HU 


0201707 A2 


28-09-2002 






JP 


2003503127 T 


28-01-2003 






TR 


200103817 T2 


21-05-2002 






US 


2002138928 Al 


03-10-2002 






1 IC 

uo 


Of^O^yO Dl 


1 ft fto onno 

10-09-2002 


US 5524312 


A 


11-06-1996 








US 6000083 


A 


14-12-1999 


AM 

MU 


74P.Q95 R9 
/HO^CD oc. 


1 0 ftA oftfto 
lo— UO-ZUUZ 






All 


4AQ90QQ A 


ftf ftyi Oftftft 

UO-U4-ZU00 






Dp 
Dl\ 


OOOGAA7 A 
yyUOOO/ A 


1 ft 1ft Oftftft 

10-10-2000 






PN 

WIN 


195994Q A 


1 ft— ftC Oftftft 

lU-Ub-2U0O 






OF 

L/C 


9009499** 111 


r\c\ ftc Oftfto 

Uo— Uo— 2UU2 






FP 

c r 


0QQ0494 Al 


ftr r\A oftftft 

Uo— U4— 2UQ0 






or 


9000910*07 a 

£UUU£lUoU/ A 


no fto oAn r\ 

02-08-2000 






Kit 


90ono9*c9K a 


25-04-2000 






N7 


**7079 A 


OC AC Oftftl 

Zb— Uo— 2001 






oia 


709ft 4 * Al 
/jloj Ml 


Oft ftO Oftftl 

ZU— Uo— ZU01 






TR 


0009*04 A9 


OI f\A Oftftft 

Zl— U4— 2UUU 






lie 
uo 


9009O7qei4 ai 

£UU£.U/O01£f Ml 


o*7 ft*; Oftfto 
2/-UO-2002 








90091 59CA4 Al 
cUU c. ID C.DOH Ml 


Oil 1 ft OftftO 

Z4-1U— 2U02 






M<% 
uo 


A1QQAQ* Dl 
0107070 Dl 


Oft ftO Oftftl 

ZU— UZ— ZUU1 






IK 
uo 


A17QE70 Dl 
Ol/oO/y Dl 


Oft ftl Oftftl 

oU-Ul-2001 






uo 


A0719O4 Dl 
Oo/l^y^ Dl 


1 A ftil OftftO 

10— U4-ZU02 






IK 
uo 


9001004701 ai 

£UUlUU4/ol Ai 


OO ft^T Oftftl 

28-Uo— 2001 






1 K 
uo 


9fimn99977 Al 


Oft ftft Oftftl 

ZU-Uy-ZOOl 






US 


2001054561 Al 


27-12-2001 


- 




US 


2002020645 Al 


21-02-2002 






IK 
uo 


900901 7474 Al 
C\\J\Jc.\J 1 / H / H Ml 


1 A ftO OftftO 

14— UZ— 2UU2 






IK 
uo 


9009O9qop.q ai 


14.no oono 
14— Uo-ZUUZ 






IK 
uo 


90090*9041 A1 


91— .OO Of\f\0 

<:l-Uo-ZUUZ 


US 5120225 


A 


09-06-1992 


AT 

M 1 


1 CfQQI T 


1 c_no 1 007 

10— uy— iyy / 






AM 

HU 


AA0*14 R9 


OO— OA IOOC 

z^— uo— iyyo 






AM 

MU 


9001 9Q9 A 


9 1 —1 O 1 OOO 

zi— iz— iyyz 






Dp 


0905QK4 A 


OA— 07 1QQ/1 

zo— u/— iyy4 






PA 


91091*0 Al 
£lU£10U Ml 


OO— 1 1 1 OOO 

uz-11— iyyz 








AQ991799 0.1 


oc no 1 007 

zo— uy— iyy / 






nF 


60991799 T9 


OA— OO— 1 QQQ 

zo— uo— iyy© 






EP 


0582670 Al 


16-02-1994 






F^ 
to 


910QQQP. T* 


01 — no_ 1 ooq 
ui— uz— iyy© 






HU 


69512 A2 


28-09-1995 






JP 


6510211 T 


17-11-1994 






WO 


9219177 A2 


12-11-1992 



Fotm PCT/ISA^210 (patent family max) (July 1992) 



BNSDOCID: <WO 03043459A3J_> 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
Information en patent family members 



application No 

PCT/EP 02/12879 



Patent document 
cited In search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



US 5120225 



US 



5186627 A 



WO 0121036 



29-03-2001 



AU 7657000 A 

BR 0013985 A 

CN 1374840 T 

DE 20023178 Ul 

W0 0121036 Al 

EP 1211963 Al 

EP 1308108 Al 

HU 0202869 A2 

TR 200200677 T2 

US 2002124337 Al 

US 6513182 Bl 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (patent family amex) (July 1992) 



16-02-1993 



24-04- 
14-05- 
16-10- 
13-03- 
29-03- 
12-06- 
07-05- 
28-12- 
21-06- 
12-09 
04-02 



-2001 
-2002 
-2002 
-2003 
-2001 
-2002 
-2003 
-2002 
-2002 
-2002 
-2003 



W0 9615696 


A 


30-05-1996 AU 


4172696 A 


17-06-1996 




DE 


69526959 Dl 


11-07-2002 






DE 


69526959 T2 


09-01-2003 






WO 


9615696 Al 


30-05-1996 






EP 


1181877 A2 


27-02-2002 






EP 


0792114 Al 


03-09-1997 






JP 


10509884 T 


29-09-1998 






US 


5896614 A 


27-04-1999 






ZA 


9509780 A 


01-10-1996 



page 2 of 2 



BNSDOCID: <WO 03043459A3_L> 



